President’s
Message

Wow! What a great turn out for last 10... 9... 8...

For me New Year Eve is the worst Holiday. I hate the countdown because there have
been very few times when my New Year Eve plans were not a disappointment. I know there
are probably millions of people in the world that would disagree with me, but New Year Eve
for me has always been a time of self-doubt, and reflection on things that could have been
done better the year before. There is so much build up for this one night that my hopes never
seem to live up to the actual event. 7...6.....5......

If that sounds like too much of
a downer, I'm sorry. Don’t get me
wrong. | hate New Years Eve, but [
love New Years Day. Honestly, :

I’'m probably one of the few guys e e see N [ — =
in the world that will admit he A N i ™ ;
looks forward to the Rose Parade. !
It probably helps that my wife c ok ; 3
makes a great breakfast and I get to :
eat on the couch, but still, it seems
like such a wholesome tradition
that I’'m drawn to it. New Years
Day always feels like a breath of
fresh air.

Most of us make personal
resolutions in the New Year. For |[Congr at ul at i ons20 1VMN.LaAn dwsi cnasp et hG
some it’s to quit smoking, or save |at the GONHhE compet iMaitan Medd ne nal
more for retirement, others hope to |[Me | | ema Nur sleorny ,MeRS$Ireenmoanlt i, n
Landscape & Mai rRtyeama rSd eth@mpieveemo r
Col |l ege ,Schhaltl avedagidisciape Desi gn
Hol | Kkeldl, y-Lbanrdps cape Desi gn, Hol |

By Ryan Bose

continue their education. Like most

of us, I would like to drop a few

pounds this year and get in shape.

No, I DO NOT use the elliptical machine in my basement,

but I did bring all the junk food from my house to give to

the guys at work. (I was popular for about five minutes). Call for Board
The truth of the matter is that there is no wrong time to Q a

make resolutions. I read somewhere that most Americans Nomlnatlons

give up on their resolutions by January 9th. But who is to We need to electt wrew
say that January 10th isn’t a great day to resolve to be a board members to serve the next
better person? We can resolve every day- and we don’t three-year term commencing in
even need some sort of weird floral-themed parade to do it!  June 2012.

If you feel like making a change in your life or business Finishing their terms are

this year, why not resolve on Jan 25th, or February 22nd? Ryan Bose of Bartlett Tree
Astute readers will note that those are dates for great Services and Bill Akker, Member
upcoming WMNLA programs. On the 22nd I’m resolved to at Large. .

learn how “to grow my business through civility” with a repreg;llrt a%?g; lfsr(t,?nhgl‘gegbrzglced
program by Dave Steenstra, PHD . On the 25th of

! g industry. Currently, there is a need
February I'm resolved to dispel old wives tales and expand ¢, representation from the
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my knowledge of plant health care with a terrific panel Wholesale, Retail or Service
discussion from local luminaries. These are the sorts of segments.
resolutions that I can handle. I hope that we can all resolve Contact one of the current
to do the same and make 2012 our best year ever. Now I board members if you have interest
might not even mind the countdown. ~ 3........ 2, in serving on the WMNLA Board
of Directors or if you have any
— k%ﬂ” suggestions for nominees that you
Ryan Bose, Bartlett Tree g think would serve WMNLA well. 5 1 1
WMNL £Zontact him with comme Deadline for nominationsis U € St
(616)942485 or rbos.e@bartl ett January 25, 2012



2012 WMNILA
Membership
Directories Available

The 2012 WMNLA Membership Directories
are available for all members and their staff.

Thanking for their support— Bartlett Tree
Experts, Great Lakes Ornamentals, and
Landscape Design Services, for sponsoring ads in
the Membership Directory.

We also wish to welcome new members—
Berry Family of Nurseries. in West Olive,
Commerce Corporation in Grand Rapids,
Dykstra Landscape Management, Inc. in Grand
Haven, Enchanted Gardener, LL.C in Grand
Rapids, Forever Green Sod, LLC of Fremont,
Frens Nursery in Fremont, Growth Products
Ltd. of Jenison, and Summit Landscape
Management Inc. of Grandville, Spectrum
Health Hospitals of Grand Rapids, West
Michigan Superior Lawn Care of Fremont.

If you have not picked up your copy at the
December program, please let us know. Multiple
copies are available for staff.

Contact Laurel Nease, WMNLA Association
Coordinator at (616) 847-8955,i nf o @wmn |

Click on
8 www.wmnla.com
today!

Call for Silent
Auction Items for
March Garden Day

Over 200 people attended the March
Garden event last year, raising over $2,000
for the WMNLA Scholarship Fund &
Horticulture Education Grant Fund through
the Silent Auction.

This is an excellent opportunity to
advertise your business and create
excitement for the Spring Gardening
Season!

If your business would like to donate
plants, tools, gift packages, or an unique one
-of-a kind item for the event, please contact
Laurel Nease, WMNLA Coordinator at
(616) 847-8955 or email at
info@wmnla.com.

Great Lakes

Ornamentals
2117 Blue Star Hwy
Fennville, MI 49408

(269) 543-8211
Fax: (269) 543-4691

A

greatlakesornamentals.com

Why GLO ?
4 Our trees are specimen quality.

4 We only sell what we grow.
They are northern hardy.

4 We offer a broad selection.

4 Our prices are competitive.

4 We deliver to the jobsite on
time and at your convenience.

4 We welcome you to “tag your
own”,

4 We have been pleasing our
customers for 2§ years.

Remember — Northern Grown

is Northern Hardy! '
is Northern Hardy Uniform Quality

Give us a call for a price quote and
availability today!
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March Gadb#Mancbay
Schedul e of

8:00 Reaqistration & Check -in Visit Exhibits, Indoor Gardens & Silent
Auction. Professionals available to answer your individual gardening
questions.

9:00 Session 1
Continuous Color in the Landscape with Janet Macunovich
Designer, Educator & Author
Your landscape shouldn't look like a moonscape during the off
Great designs have color and interest all year. What you plant is only
part of the answer -- how you place and maintain plants and other garden
features is more important. Here are design techniques and maintenance
tips for four seasons of color.

Gardener

-season!

10:30 Session 2
Art Appreciation 101—How to Turn Your Space into an Art-Filled Garden with

Edward McKee , Manager of Outdoor Horticult
Scul pture Park
Thinking about taking your garden t

what that might entail? Wanting to add that little spark or additional

E v el

u

OVMNLAZ Sghdlatship
l{lc ion
able Online
Attention to all High School & College
Students in Ottawa, Kent, Allegan,
Newaygo, Muskegon and Oceana
iEt eﬁtedi éﬁ @ ge ree in Horticulture.
The WMNLA éc%olarship Application
through the Grand Haven Area Community

Foundation is available for completion
online at www.ghacf.org

Avai

The deadline for submitting your
application is March 1, 2012.

Pleas§: call Barb Post at (616) 842-6378 inth
fAlugstiogs @boy your sghelprship appljgation. o

March'Gardén' D

but

ay

Booth Space
Registration

An exhibitor’s booth for March
Garden Day is a great opportunity to
advertise your business as well as
support the WMNLA in their efforts to
give something back to the community.
Profits from this event go to support the
WMNLA Scholarship & Horticulture
Education funds.

Choose from a Standard Booth
space of 10°x 10’ for $75 or mini-

booths for $40. Early Bird

panache? Donot know wher o or
how to begin?
11:457 1:15 Breakout Sessions &
Lunch fi Choice of
Breakout Sessions:

1. The Root of the Problem: Tips & o ‘ A Y

Tricks for Proper Tree Planting ooy %

by Ryan Bose, Bartlett Tree pisshEd vy

EXpertS West Michigan Nursery & Landscape Asgo jation
2. Organics: One Piece of the Lawn date *

Care Puzzle SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012

by Kevin Hoezee, Landscape 9:00 aM — 3:00 PM

Design Services location

GRAND HAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER

3 Near_ly Foolproof Hyd_rangeas 421 Columbus Ave., Grand Haven

by Eric Nelson, Meadowridge

Greenhouses Inc.
4. Companion Planting with Vegetables, Annuals, Perennials & Herbs

by Greg Kuziak, Jonkerd8s Garden
5. Creating a Garden in Small & Narrow Spaces

by Pam Cater, Hidden Grove Greenhouse & Nursery
6. Living Roofs by Jennifer Smith, Hortech, Inc.

1:45 Session 3
What Your Garden Says About You with Janet Macunovich, Gardener,
Landscape Designer, Educator & Author
The plants, design and condition of a garden are windows on the soul
of the gardener. What does your garden say about you? What can you learn
about your neighbors and friends from their gardens?
Janet will cover standard messages, such as which door a visitor should
approach as well as more subtle hints to the owner's personality, lifestyle,
even their philosophy.
Laugh and learn!

registration cost is $60 before
February 1 after this date the cost is
$75. Reserve your space early so you
can take advantage of the “early bird”
price. Lunch is included for 2 people.
Please feel free to reserve one or two
spaces. If you need a table, let us
know.

Exhibitor set up is Friday, March 9
from 1-5:00 PM and Saturday, March
10 from 7-8:00 AM. Tear down will be
at 3:30 PM on Saturday.

If you have any questions please
contact Laurel Nease, WMNLA
Coordinator at (616) 847-8955 or
info@wmnla.com.
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WEST MICHIGAN NURSERY AND

WEST MICHIGAN NURSER &
LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATIN

P.O. Box 96
West Olive, Ml 49460

For advertising, business news, submission
of articles and WMNLA member news:
Contact Laurel Nease at

Mark Your

(616) 847955 Calendar!

Email: info@wmnla.com

www.wmnla.com

of Pl ant

WMNLA Programd
ARConfront.i
H e aAl Panel DiScassiendavith
Jon Stone, MSU; Kevin Hoezee, Landscape Design
Services; & Vic Forester, West M| Tree Services

February 22 -

ng Ol d

2011-12 WMNLA Board of Directors

Ryan Bose, President, Bartlett Tree Experts
Jon Mellema, Vice President, Shoreline Landscape &
Maintenance

Jeff Rylaarsdam, Treasurer, Earth Service & Supply

Bill Akker, Secretary, Member At Large

Paul Keifer, Member At Large, Specialty Gardens

Tony Hamilton, Member At Large, Berry Family Nursery

WMNLA Programd “Civility—One Easy Way to
Grow Your Business” presented by Dave Steenstra, Ph.D.,
Ferris State University College of Business

ens v%l be speaking on
Civilify. Here is the teaser:

Wednesday, Ja%yt?ﬁfo

11: 3® 2a.3M. p . nWewilldiscuss the easiest way to grow
your business - with little or no
At The Gr and cddal. He wil help identify some
Har bour front Pl ac efthe okt avil dnd ‘thaivil® things
you.have seen within your busipess.
$12 per person, ipRiEslchsth R Radofrd N ©

x Empl oyed Spec Magpagement D.epartment a}t the
Send 3, 4t hx emp Follege af Business, Eergis State
Univérsity. Prior to coming to Ferris
Carimea orseringisty Prorossional | in 2007, he worked at Davenport
4 University for 22 years, serving as
Management Faculty, Dean of
Instruction, Management Department
Chair, and Director of the W.A.
Lettinga Entrepreneurial Center.
Concurrent with his academic career,
he also has his own consulting
business, The D.J. Steenstra
Company specializing in strategic
planning, corporate training and
development, particularly in the area of
business savvy, business acumen, and
financial literacy. He has worked at

over 500 companies around the world.
He specializes in computerized business
simulation programs.

David Steenstra has also served on
14 different corporate, non-profit, and
community boards. Currently, he is a
director of the Michigan SBA CDC,
President of the Burt Lake Preservation
Association, and director of The Tip of
the Mitt Watershed Council. He also
spent five years as President and CEO of
Hamilton Farm Bureau, Michigan’s
largest agribusiness conglomerate.

Dr. Steenstra attended, CMU, MSU,
and U of M, earning degrees in
management, marketing, and education.

RSVP by January 22

Let us know you are coming so our
hosts can prepare!

WMNLA member businesses & staff
are welcomed!

Call Laurel Nease at (616) 847-8955 or
info@wmnla.com



