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Friday, September 12  

The Meadows  
Golf Course  

at Grand Valley State 
University  

Sign-In and team selection at Noon 

Shotgun Start at 1:00 p.m.  Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

This year’s Event Sponsor is Earth Service & Supply of Wyoming.  Our Hole-In-
One Prize Sponsor, Lemmen Grand Auto of Coopersville , is giving away a free 
one-year lease on a new car.  There will be a lot of great golf, a great time, and 
supporting a great cause! 

Open to all WMNLA members, employees, friends, customers, vendors, & family.  
Bring the sales team!  Bring a new member!  You can sign up individually or as 
teams of 2, 3 or 4.  We’ll partner individuals to make foursomes. 

$65 Per Person – Includes Dinner, 18 holes of golf, power cart, dinner, and an 
all-round great time.  Advance Registration Required by September 5. 

Dinner includes a cook-out after the tournament of burgers, hot dogs & brats.  
Spouses and non golfers welcome to “dinner only” for $20  

Cash bar available. 
Proceeds benefit the WMNLA Scholarship Fund. 
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Your company can advertise by sponsoring a hole for $50.   
Deadline is September 1.  Or donate a prize for the raffle (golf 

outings, shirts, golf balls, restaurants, hockey tickets, gift cards, etc.)  
Contact Jim Ten Brink at Earth Service at (616) 241-6610 or   

Matt Mellema at Mellema Nursery at (231) 218-2266. 
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With generous support from 

Hole-In-One Prize— 
One-year, lease on a new car 

$_______ 

$_______ 

$_______ 

$_______ 1. 
                         Name                                               Company  

Team or Individual  $65 per  
player 

3.  
                         Name                                               Company  

$_______ 

$_______ 

4.  
                         Name                                               Company  

2.  
                         Name                                               Company  

WMNLA Golf Outing Registration  

I wish to have “dinner only”.  $20 

My company wants to Sponsor a Hole  for only $50!!! 
Thank you for your support of the WMNLA Scholarship Fund! 

Method of Payment: 

Please Bill Me. 

Check enclosed.  Please make out to WMNLA.  

Total: $_______ 

Visa / MC #______________________________________________ Expiration_______  
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       Fellow members, lend me your ear for I have much to say 
and words of wisdom for all who choose to listen.  Actually 
that’s not me at all.  I’m just a guy with a title who will 
orchestrate the board meetings this upcoming year.  Many of 
you do not know who I am and many of you may never will, 
(another reason to come to a chapter meeting).  I do however 
welcome your suggestions on improvements for our chapter as 
well as our green industry as a whole.   
       My reason for sitting in with the board back in 2005 was to 
find ways to push professionalism in our industry as well as 
communicate to the consumer the value of buying their plants or 
using the services of a qualified member.  Whether it be in the 
growing, retail, or construction market, we all have to compete 
with other “businesses” who may not know, or care enough 
about our industry.  It is up to us to reach out and smack ‘em 
(sorry that was a typo).  It is up to us to educate and bring them 
up to a fair and professional level.  There is no specific goal I’m 
driving for this year maybe just an awareness or reminder to our 

surrounding green industry businesses that we are trying to build 
the value of this industry for everyone involved.; more to come...   
       On a different note we have a great program lined up this 
year with a couple of “green” topics as well as a some that will 
relate to each of you no matter what area you’re involved in.   
       Thanks again to Matt Mellema for his countless time and 
relentless effort to the chapter as well as his drive for the 
development of our chapter’s website.  This is a big building 
block for us to continue to communicate and make ourselves 
available to those who are looking.  For the rest of you, thanks 
for supporting the W.M.N.L.A., enjoy the summer, and hope to 
see and meet more of you in the fall. 

    �������
Tom Czerniak, owner of Landscape Solutions West in Holland 
is the 2008/09 President of WMNLA.  Contact him with any 
comments, ideas, or questions at (616) 928-0228 or 
tfczerniak@yahoo.com  

Past President's Message  
       I hope everyone has had a good year so far with the 
conditions we have been given.  We now are looking 
forward to another year of events and programs.  Don’t 
forget the golf outing is coming soon and this year we 
have a treat with the outing being held at The Meadows.  
Don’t  Miss  !!!!!!                             
       To begin my farewell article I would like to first thank 
everyone for the opportunity to serve you.  I have had the 
opportunity to work with both past and present board 
members for whom I have earned a greater respect for 
those individuals and their companies in which they work.   
       Secondly, let me inform you of what impressed me the 
most about what the WMNLA board has done and is 
working on for you.  While on board our association has 
more than doubled the amount of money in the scholarship 
fund, and in our general operating fund.  The WMNLA 
website was developed and is up and running.  Both 
events, the golf outing and March Garden Day have been 
increasing in numbers of participants and revenue.  This 
means that the board does work, is working, and will 
continue to work to better the WMNLA and bring 
awareness to the public about the professionalism of our 
association and our industry.   
       Third reason is, while trying to improve on our 
association, it has really made me a better person and 
businessman.  From conversations with many of you 
gained through the WMNLA, I have become more aware 
of the different businesses and how we all gel in this 
industry.  The network of contacts gained for either 
product, information, or friendship that I will take away 
from this position as President will never be beat.    
 

— Matt Mellema, owner of Mellema Nursery LLC, 
Immediate Past President of WMNLA. 
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2008-09  WMNLA Board of Directors 
 

Tom Czerniak, President; Landscape Solutions West 
Jim TenBrink, Treasurer; Earth Service & Supply 
Kyle Lohman, Member At Large, Double L Enterprises 

 
Ken Stanton, Member At Large; GVSU Facility Services 
Allison Jesky, Member At Large, Hope College  
Chris Lautenbach, Member At Large, West Michigan Tree 

Services 

the school year and has done summer 
internships at Meijer Gardens and at 
Landscape Design in West Olive. 
She has done extensive volunteering 
in Lansing and at the MSU 
Horticulture Gardens. 
       The balance of the WMNLA 
Scholarship Fund before this award 
has grown to $14,221.    

       
       The West Michigan Nursery & 
Landscape Association is pleased to 
announce this year’s scholarship is 
awarded to Sarah Schippa.  Sarah 
will receive a scholarship for $1500, 
who attends MSU majoring in 
Landscape Design.  This is Sarah’s 
third scholarship award from 
WMNLA.  She works at MSU during 
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Available to students in Kent, Ottawa, 
Allegan, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana 
counties, interested in pursuing a career in 
the green industry including horticulture, 
landscape architecture & design, retail 
garden center or wholesale nursery grower 
of plants, flowers, shrubs. 
 
This is a locally sponsored scholarship 
program through the businesses of the 
WMNLA and the Grand Haven Area 
Community Foundation.   
 
Up to three scholarships awarded annually 
up to $1500 each for college & trade 
education tuition. 

 
Apply online at www.ghacf.org.   

Deadline is March 15 
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