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      I want to thank those that came out to the October 
program. It was interesting to hear on the liquid salts 
and the research that has been done, very full insight.  
If you did not get Mark Cornwell’s  email address, it 
is mac5t2@yahoo.com, (248) 845-2888. 
       Here we are going into November, the fourth 
quarter for us outdoorsman.  Time of reflection for 
the years jobs and the paper work behind them.  Did 
the jobs go as planned?  Did I bid them right?  Did 
the crew do as instructed?  Is the customer happy?  
Are they going to pay?   
       How important is paper work?  I know it is one 
of those love / hate things in our shop.  No one wants 
to forget to write things down but it happens.  No one 
wants to handle collections, liens, credit applications, 
small claims -- getting paid in short.  But doing the 
correct paperwork from the beginning is most 
important thing we can do for our business and its 
employees.   
       Come out to this November’s Program “Your 
Customers & Collections” and get the tips from the 
guys who know—the lawyers.  This is an area we all 
struggle in.  I know I have struggled with this in the 
past, as I have a used a hand shake for a contract.  It 
was the way my dad did business, and the way my 
brothers and I were brought up that a handshake and 
a man’s word is enough to do business on!!  Not 
today!!   
       In a time when consumer debt is near an all time 
high, come see the materials that can give us a basic 
overview of the collections and bankruptcy law.   
       Hope to see you there on November 11 and 
remember “Plant Michigan Green”. 
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Kyle Lohman, co-owner of Double L Enterprises, Inc. in 
Montague is the 2009/10 President of WMNLA.  Contact him 
with comments, ideas, & questions at (231) 894-5988 or 
kyle@doublelonline.com. 
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WMNLA Members and 
guests are welcome to 
attend the WMNLA 

Board Meetings.  Meetings are from 10 a.m.—
11:30 a.m. on the day of the Membership 

Program.  There will be an opportunity for the 
membership to address the Board with any 

industry & membership issues.   

Volunteer Opportunity:  
 

        WMNLA needs a new 
representative to the Michigan 
Certified Nurseryman Board 
of Directors to replace Jim 
Jonker of Jonker’s Garden of 
Holland, who is retiring from the 
board after 8 years.  Each chapter 
sends one rep.  The Board meets 
2 - 4 times a year at the MNLA 
offices in Okemos, usually 9 
am - 12 pm , a hour meeting.  
        This is a great way to 'rub 
shoulders’ with some movers & 
shakers in the industry while 
making a real contribution.  If 
you'd like more information, call 
Jim Jonker: 616.610.2070 or 
Beth Hooley, MNLA 
Education Director: 
800.879.6652. 
        A quick reminder to the 
membership and their staff about 
MCN Credits.  Relevant 
education that which will assist 
you in your profession, counts at 
continuing education.  MCN’s 
need six CEUS (six hours of 
education annually).  
        There are many sources of 
education opportunities:  MNLA 
sponsored programs, our 
affiliated Chapters such as 
WMNLA & AGRLP, other 
Related Organizations, your 
local Extension office, programs 
sponsored by Individual 
Companies, local Gardens and 
Arboretums, etc.  
        To become a Michigan 
Certified Nurseryman, register 
now for the MCN exam and 
purchase the study manual to 
prepare.    
 
Michigan Nursery and 
Landscape Association 
2149 Commons Parkway 
Okemos, MI 48864 
1-800-879-6652 
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        Debuting this year, WMNLA is very fortunate to be able to develop a Horticulture 
Grant program to support high school and tech centers with their horticulture 
education projects within the WMNLA region of Ottawa, Muskegon, Kent, Allegan, 
Newaygo, and Oceana counties. Grant criteria is currently being developed by the 
WMNLA Board. This program is an important initiative of the industry to support the 
horticulture education programs at the high school and tech center where student are 
just beginning to develop their career interests at a time when these educational 
programs can be limited due to financial constraints. Award amounts will begin at $500 
and will increase as the fund grows with time.  
        The first grant awarded this Fall 2009 is of $500 is given to the “Landscapers 
Challenge” project under Kyle J. Fiebig, Montague Agriscience Teacher/FFA Advisor 
at Montague High School.  Each team of 10, 11, 12 grade students will put together a 
design with a challenge to make it to scale with plants, budget, and learning objectives 
for all curriculum areas to learn and use.  
        The winning presentation by the team of students will then be selected as the design 
to be implemented in the spring for a community living to serve project that all 
members can participate in.  The winning design work with local WMNLA members/
Industry representatives plus Michigan State University Professors to determine what 
the design will do for carbon credits or reducing the school’s carbon imprint and help 
the school become “green” school. 
        The Horticulture Grant application & information is available online at www.
wmnla.com.  Educators can contact WMNLA to learn more about this program by 
contacting Jimmy TenBrink , Earth Services & Supply at ess3423@sbcglobal.net or 
Laurel Nease, WMNLA Coordinator at info@wmnla.com. 
        If your business would like to support this program, donations are accepted on 
behalf of WMNLA at the Grand Haven Area Community Foundation, One S. 
Harbor Drive, Grand Haven, MI 49417 or www.ghacf.org.  
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        October, 2009—Grand Haven,  
Zelenka Nursery, LLC  
       Tony Stoel has 
joined the organization as 
Manager of the Zelenka 
Wholesale Center’s 
operational, purchasing 
and onsite sales efforts.  
Tony come to Zelenka 
with extensive Landscape Contracting 
experience, having owned and 
operated his own Landscape & Lawn 
Maintenance business in West 
Michigan for several years. 
     Zelenka Nursery, LLC is a 
nationally recognized wholesale 
grower of container grown woody 

ornamental and perennial plants 
supplying the lawn and garden 

industry.  The 
company, as part of 
the Berry Family of 
Nurseries, is among 
the largest 
horticultural 
producers in the 

United States.  It employs over 1,500 
people at its facilities near Grand 
Haven, MI; Wilson, North Carolina; 
and Smithville, Tennessee. 
       For more information, contact: 
Jeff Bucek, Human Resources 
Manager, (616) 844-9337, 
Jbucek@zelenkanursery.com 
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Zelenka Nursery Announces Staff Appointment  
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Action Mold & Machining, Inc. 
Mike Fassbender 
3120 Kenosha Industrial Ct., SE 
Grand Rapids       MI         49508     
616-452-1580 mfassbender@actionmold.net 
www.actionmold.net 
 
Ball Ornamentals              
Jennifer Holland, Sales Consultant   
616-502-9138      jsholland@ballhort.com 
www.BallOrnamentals.com 
 
Berends Hendricks Stuit Insurance 
Rob Visser CLCS               
2822 Westshore Dr.            
Holland  MI          49424     
616-510-2437 / Cell 616.389.4592 
RVisser@BHSINS.com 
www.bhsins.com 
 
Careerline Tech Center 
Brad Westhouse                  
13663 Port Sheldon Road 
Holland  MI          49424     
616-738-8950  ext. 4328 
bwesthou@oaisd.org          
www.oaisd.org 

Fillmore Equipment 
Kurt Gernaat                    
2040 Chicago Dr.            
Jenison             MI         49428-9252 
616-669-2000 / cell:  616-498-1867 
kgernaat@fillmoreeq.com             
www.fillmoreeq.com 
 
Green Valley Agriculture Inc. 
Goris Passchier��
3957 108th St. SE           
Caledonia         MI         49316     
616-891-0075 
goris@greenvalleyag.com;  
gbpasschier@comcast.net             
 
Summit Landscape Management, Inc. 
Mike Verhulst   
2600 Sanford Ave. SW   
Grandville        MI         49418     
616-453-1091 
mike@summitlandscapeinc.com 
www.summitlandscapeinc.com 
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Click on  

www.wmnla.com 
today! 

       September, 2009—Zeeland,  Walters Gardens, Inc. 
       Walters Gardens, Inc. has been chosen as the 2008 
Michigan Agriculture Exporter of the Year .  As the first 
Green Industry member to ever be selected for this award.  
Loyal Canadian customers and dedicated staff are to thank 
for such an honor. Representatives from Walters Gardens, 
Inc. were recognized in September by Governor Jennifer 

Granholm.        
      For more 
information, 
contact:  Heather 
Throne of the 
MDA and Susan 
Martin, Director 
of Marketing 
Communications 
of Walters 
Gardens at (800) 
925-8377 x 269. 
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Walters Gardens Awarded 2008 MI Agriculture Exporter of the Year 

Gregg Sal (UPS Shipping Coordinator, Walters Gardens), John Walters 
(CEO, Walters Gardens), Don Koivisto (MDA Director), Craig Meyer 
(Canadian Shipping Coordinator, Walters Gardens), Jamie Zmitko-Somers 
(International Marketing Program Manager, MDA), Michelle Price 
(Canadian Customer Service, Walters Gardens), Heather Verdoorn 
(Canadian Customer Service, Walters Gardens), Susan Martin (Director of 
Marketing Communications, Walters Gardens) 
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      The 2010 WMNLA 
Membership Directories will 
be handed out at the December 
Holiday Program for all 
members and their staff.   
      Advertising space is 
available exclusively to 
members.  Deadline for 
materials is November 30. 
 
Rates are:   

1/4 page ad is $30 
1/2 page ad is $50 
Color ads, add $25 
 

      Reserve your space and 
send artwork to Laurel Nease, 
WMNLA Association 
Coordinator at (616) 847-8955 
or email at info@wmnla.com. 

MI Senator Wayne Kuipers, Troy Shumaker (CFO, 
Walters Gardens), John Walters (CEO , Walters 
Gardens), State Representative Joe Haveman 



Allison Jesky, Treasurer, Hope College  
Ken Stanton, Secretary; GVSU Facility Services 
Bill Akker, Member At Large, Frens Nursery  
Ryan Bose, Member At Large, Bartlett Tree Experts 

2009-10 WMNLA Board of Directors 
Kyle Lohman, President, Double L Enterprises 
Chris Lautenbach, Vice President, West Michigan  

Tree Services 
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        Jim Scheuerle received his 
undergraduate degree from Hope 
College and his law degree from the 
Detroit College of Law. He was 
admitted to the State Bar in 1989 Prior 
to joining Parmenter O’Toole, Jim 
clerked for the Michigan Court of 
Appeals for several years.  
       Outside of the office, Jim enjoys 
fly fishing, hunting, birding, and the 
shooting sports. 
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       James Scheuerle will speak about 
defensive credit strategies, like credit 
applications, personal guaranties, 
security agreements, and the like.  He 
will also cover offensive strategies, 
such as construction liens, lawsuits, 
collection agencies, small claims court, 
and judgment enforcement. 
       Mr. Scheuerle specializes in the 
area of creditors' rights, including 
consumer and commercial collections, 
landlord/tenant matters, and bankruptcy 
law.  He represents numerous lenders, 
including over 20 credit unions and 
self-financed sellers of goods, such as 
automobile dealerships.  In addition, he 
represents landlords, corporate and 
individual, as well as condominium 
owners associations.  
       His services include Collection 
Litigation including consumer and 
commercial collection lawsuits in state 
and federal courts on behalf of lenders, 
unpaid sellers of goods, and other 
contract actions.  

Wednesday, November 11 

11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

At The Grand Hall 
Harbourfront Place,  

Grand Haven 

$12 per person,  
includes lunch 

��� �  Employee Special— 

Send 3, 4th employee free ��� �   
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RSVP by November 6 
Let us know you are coming so our 

hosts can prepare!   

WMNLA member businesses & staff 
are welcomed! 

Call Laurel Nease at  
(616) 847-8955 or Email your RSVP to  

info@wmnla.com 


