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       Wow!  What a great turn out for last 
month’s meeting.  I hope all had a good 
Holiday Season spending time and making 
memories with family and friends. It is hard 
to replace. 
       First impression.  Is it something we can 
afford to gamble on?  They say after the 
handshake, you have 30 seconds for your first 
impression.  I often wonder if it is when you 
pull in the driveway, going down the 
highway, or at that stoplight.  Can first 
impressions start with our equipment?  Does 
it?  Can knowing your equipment cost help 
change that First Impression? 
       Equipment has always been a subject 
around our shop.  Did you check the oil?  
Antifreeze?  Transmission fluid? Grease it 
this morning?  Remember to let it warm up 
before putting it under a load?  Let it cool 
down before you turned it off?  All things as a 
owner you hope they do and remember daily.  
But these simple daily hindrances affect 
bottom line if not done. 
       Equipment cost as an industry is the one 
thing I believe most business owners either 
get or don’t get.  I think this really comes out 
in a down market time as we see more 
unemployed jockeys trying our field.  From 
the bidding we are seeing either people don’t get it or they 
are choosing to forgo it.  Just look at the plow rates you saw 
this fall—everything from $20/hour to $80/hour for a plow 
truck.  If you don’t know your true cost of the equipment, 
how can you replace it or make the payments from its use?  
What are the cost of owning a piece of equipment?  Are 
your cost the same as the next guys? Does depreciation, 
insurance, payments, interest, maintenance, and the selling 
price go into this price? 
       Who better to help explain it than Jerry Keiser from 
Magnum Equipment. Anybody that has been in the 
industry should already know Jerry Keiser or heard of him 
and his rental businesses.  He is willing to share with us the 
tools needed for equipment pricing so come out to this 
event and get the edge for this spring so as an industry we 
can stay strong. 
       Also as an added benefit MNLA’s endorsed Berends, 
Hendricks, Stuits Insurance company will be having 
Bruce Jones and Rob Visser coming out to help with 
insurance costs presentation during lunch.   
       Thanks and remember Plant Michigan Green! 
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Kyle Lohman, co-owner of Double L Enterprises, Inc. in 
Montague is the 2009/10 President of WMNLA.  Contact him 
with comments, ideas, & questions at (231) 894-5988 or 
kyle@doublelonline.com. ���
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Call for Board 
Nominations 

      We need to elect two new 
board members to serve the next 
three-year term commencing in 
June 2010.  
        Finishing their terms are Kyle 
Lohman of Double L Enterprises 
and Ken Stanton of GVSU 
Facility Services. 
        Our goal is to have balanced 
representation from the green 
industry.  Currently, there is a need 
for representation from the 
Wholesale, Retail or Service 
segments. 
        Contact one of the current 
board members if you have interest 
in serving on the WMNLA Board 
of Directors or if you have any 
suggestions for nominees that you 
think would serve WMNLA well.    
 

Deadline for nominations is 
January 27, 2010.   

        The 2010 WMNLA Membership 
Directories are available for all members and 
their staff.   
        Thanking for their support— Bartlett Tree 
Experts, Great Lakes Ornamentals, and 
Landscape Design Services, for sponsoring ads 
in the Membership Directory. 
        We also wish to welcome new members—
Action Mold & Machining, Inc. in Grand 
Rapids, Ball Ornamentals—Jennifer Holland, 
Sales Consultant, Berends Hendricks Stuit 
Insurance in Holland, Brickman Group of 
Holland, Careerline Tech Center in Holland, 
Enchanted Gardener, LLC in Grand Rapids, 
Green Valley Agriculture, Inc. of Caledonia, 
and Summit Landscape Management Inc. of 
Grandville. 
        If you have not picked up your copy at the 
December program, please let us know.  Multiple 
copies are available for staff. 
        Contact Laurel Nease, WMNLA Association 
Coordinator at (616) 847-8955, info@wmnla.com. 
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�  Click on  
www.wmnla.com 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010 
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      An exhibitor’s booth for March Garden Day is a 
great opportunity to advertise your business as well as 
support the WMNLA in their efforts to give something 
back to the community.  Profits from this event go to 
support the WMNLA Scholarship & Horticulture 
Education funds. 
      Booth space is 10’x10’.  The cost will be $60 
before February 1, 2010.  After this date the price 
will be $75.  Reserve your space early so you 
can take advantage of the “early bird” price.  
Lunch is included for 2 people.  Please feel free to 
reserve one or two spaces.  If you need a table or two, 
let us know.  
      Exhibitor set up is Friday, March 12 
from 1-5:00 PM and Saturday, March 13 
from 7-8:00 AM.  Tear down will be at 
3:30 PM on Saturday.  
     If you have any questions or 
comments please contact  
Laurel Nease, WMNLA Coordinator 
at (616) 847-8955 or info@wmnla.com 

    Over 200 people attended the March 
Garden event last year, raising over $2,000 
for the WMNLA Scholarship Fund & 
Horticulture Education Grant Fund through 
the Silent Auction.   

    This is an excellent opportunity to 
advertise your business and create 
excitement for the Spring Gardening 
Season!   

       If your business would like to donate 
plants, tools, gift packages, or an unique 
one-of-a kind item for the event, please 
contact Laurel Nease, WMNLA 
Coordinator at (616) 847-8955 or email at 
info@wmnla.com.  
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GRAND HAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER  
421 Columbus Ave., Grand Haven 
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The Form I-9: Possibly the Biggest Financial Risk You Take 
     Tuesday, January 26, 2010       9 am—12 noon  
     Ottawa County Fillmore Administration Building    
     This program is to assist greenhouse and nursery 
growers who hire seasonal labor so that they will have the 
necessary skills and documents to pass a ICE Audit of your 
work force. 
     Immigration and Citizen Enforcement of Homeland 
Security has been conducting audits in West Michigan and 
a number of farm operations have lost their entire seasonal 
work force due to audit violations. 
     You are encourage to attend this program to be sure 
you are up to speed on the proper procedures in hiring 
seasonal greenhouse and nursery workers. 
 

$25.00 per person  
Judy Hanson, Ottawa County MSU Extension,  
12220 Fillmore St. Suite 122, West Olive, MI 49460. 
 

Deadline for registration is Monday, January 25, 2010.  
 
Nursery Cost of Production Software Training 
Workshops 
Friday, February 12, 2010               9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Ottawa County Fillmore Complex Administration Bldg. 
 

MSU Extension is offering a 1/2 day software training 
workshop targeting growers of either field grown or 
container grown nursery plants, i.e.. trees, shrubs, 
perennials or seedlings.  This workshop will allow 
participants "hands on" use of this new EXCEL software 
developed by MSU.  The software will assist you in setting 
prices for your plants that allow you to cover any or all of 
the following: 

¨ Total Economic Costs of Production 
¨ Maintain Net Worth Costs of Production 
¨ Meet Cash Flow Demands Costs of Production 
¨ Economic Profit 
¨ Cost Using Projected Sales 

     The MSU Nursery Landscape team has designed this 
software spreadsheet program utilizing Excel that will help 
growers determine their crops costs of production. This 
will help set prices for plants, plan for future expenses such 
as changing some input costs and allow to improve overall 
cost management for your nursery.   
     Please consider bringing records that will help you use 
the software including your input costs for plants, 
fertilizers, chemicals, labor, pots, etc…  
     If you grow nursery plants now and want to remain 
competitive in the future, you will want to know how to 
use this software! “All sites have limited enrollment do to 
“hands on” nature of this workshop”  
     Cost is $60.00 per person (includes software).  Contact 
Tom Dudek at (616) 998-4580. 
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          Attention all High School & College Stude nts in 
Ottawa, Kent, Allegan, Newaygo, Muskegon and 
Oceana interested in a degree in Horticulture—   
     The WMNLA Scholarship Application through the 
Grand Haven Area Community Foundation is available 
for completion online at www.ghacf.org  

The deadline for submitting your application is:  
March 1, 2010. 

Please call Barb Post at (616) 842-6378 with questions 
about your scholarship application. 
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The Hunt for Flowering Shrubs����
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8! Helpful Pruning Tips for Ornamental Trees & Shrubs  
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Unkillable Plants For Every Garden Style  
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March Garden Day—March 13, 2010 
Schedule of Events 



Allison Jesky, Treasurer, Hope College  
Ken Stanton, Secretary,p GVSU Facility Services 
Bill Akker, Member At Large, Frens Nursery  
Ryan Bose, Member At Large, Bartlett Tree Experts 
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2009-10 WMNLA Board of Directors 
Kyle Lohman, President, Double L Enterprises 
Chris Lautenbach, Vice President,  

West Michigan Tree Services 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

,���&�� 
�-
.


�����
���
��� ��

� !�

���
!&

���/0���
1
0&�%

2�����
$���
$�������
%��
"����
3


���������������������������������������� ����!�"� � ����

����������
	�
��
����

 

       Jerry Keiser 
graduated from 
Hope College 
with a B.A. in 
business and 
accounting.  He 
has owned his 
own business for 
35 years.  During that time Jerry was a 
Kubota dealer for 25 years.  He was in 
the top 10 dealers out of 900 dealers 
nationwide and one year, achieved 
number one.   
       He has sat on the regional advisory 
committee and the national advisory 
committee for Kubota.  Jerry was on the 
advisory committee at Ferris State 
University's Technical School for 10 
years.  He has spoken to groups of up to 
1500 people and was the keynote speaker 
at ASV Track Loader Company's 
national dealer meeting in 2002.   
       At present Jerry is a consultant and 
does sales for the Holland store. 

Wednesday, January 27 
11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

At The Grand Hall 
Harbourfront Place,  

Grand Haven 

$12 per person, includes lunch 

��� �  Employee Special—Send 3,  
4th employee free ��� �   

 

 

       Magnum Equipment has been in 
the construction equipment industry for 
more than 4 years.  Locations in both 
Holland and Grand Rapids provide 
sales, rental and service for 
construction equipment. 
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RSVP by January 25 
Let us know you are coming so our 

hosts can prepare!   

WMNLA member businesses & staff 
are welcomed! 

Call Laurel Nease at  
(616) 847-8955 or Email your RSVP to  

info@wmnla.com 

Protection and Safety for all of your Assets 
         Bruce Jones is an expert in Loss Control 
and Safety and has been with SECURA 
Insurance for 31 years.  He will discuss how to 
protect your equipment, vehicles and employees.   
         Rob Visser has been with Berends 
Hendricks Stuit Insurance for 3 years and has 
been working on a program for landscape 
companies for just under one year.  To date, 
Berends Hendricks Stuit insures over 30 
landscape companies and is the only insurance 
company on the West side of Michigan that is 
endorsed by MNLA and is a new member of 
SWMLA and WMNLA. 


