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Tom Czerniak, owner of Landscape Solutions West in Holland is the 2008/09 President of WMNLA.  
Contact him with any comments, ideas, or questions at (616) 928-0228 or tfczerniak@yahoo.com. 
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       On any given day, �������� needs to 
check to see which horticultural hat he is 
wearing.   He is the Director for Allen 
Centennial Gardens, the teaching gardens for 
the University of Wisconsin- Madison, with 
previous positions as Executive Director of 
Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, WI, 
Director of Education, Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, Madison, and Symposia and Special 
Events Coordinator, Chicago, Botanic 
Garden.   
       He teaches and lectures across the 
Midwest for public and professional 
audiences on plant materials and design.  He 
is a popular instructor for Master Gardener 
programs in Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Michigan.   
       He has been published in American 
Nurseryman, Nursery Management Pro, 
Midwest Gardening, Chicagoland Gardening, 
and Milwaukee Home.  He currently writes a 
regular regional report for southern 
Wisconsin for Chicagoland Gardening.  His 
photography has appeared in all of the above 
plus Northwest Quarterly, Chicagoland 
Gardening and the book Wisconsin Gardens 
& Landscapes.   
       As a consultant, Ed has served as 
keynote speaker and plant expert for plant 
sales and garden openings in botanic gardens 
and spent almost 10 years assisting a nursery 
that specialized in woody ornamentals.  He is 
an avid gardener. 
 
 
������� �	
	����
���	���  received a B.S. in 
Horticulture with an emphasis in Landscape 
Design from Michigan State University in 
1983.  She has been the Kent MSU Extension 
Horticulture Educator since 1987 where she 
helps the green industry and consumers learn 
about horticulture, the environment and 
pesticide safety.   
       She is the administrator of the popular 
and growing Kent MSU Extension Master 
Gardener program, is seen frequently on 
television and writes a column for the Sunday 
Edition of the Grand Rapids Press.  Rebecca 
serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens and she is currently 
overseeing the development of an urban “idea 
garden” located at the MSU Extension office.  
       Her husband, Larry, a Landscape 
Architect, is also in the green industry and 
together, they have created a ever-changing 
garden at their Rockford residence.  

� ���� �� ���	
 �� �� �
� 	�
��	� �� �	��	�� �

        Continuing Education is critical to the 
ongoing success of any professional.   The 
National Advisory Council on Continuing 
Education reports that over 23 million adults 
participate in continuing education annually. 
Their reasons for participation are diverse, but 
the greatest common denominator shared by 
these individuals is the link that continuing 
education provides to their jobs, their career 
ambitions, or the enrichment of their lives.  

        Michigan Nursery and Landscape 
Association is proud to offer Continuing 
Education Seminars designed to improve the 
general well being of our members in the green 
industry.  Seminars and workshops are provided 
throughout the year for all segments of the 
green industry. There are opportunities to 
receive various continuing education units 
(CEUs) as well as pesticide rectification credits.  
        Call the MNLA at 1.800.879.6652 for 
more information. 

���������������
�
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        Getting ready for spring? Need 
seasonal workers?   
        WMNLA members will post on the 
website & at March Garden Day that they 
are currently hiring with a link to their 
website or other contact information. The 
idea for a bulletin board to display came 
from WMNLA member Audrey Eaton of 
Garden Games.  WMNLA will set up an 
Employment Bulletin Board and then list 
the business names and their positions 
available to the board. 
        To participate in this free service, email 
your business and contact information to be 
posted.   
        We might find a few good people who 
would like to have a job. 
        Please forward any employment 
information to Laurel Nease, WMNLA 
Association Coordinator at (616) 847-8955, 
email info@wmnla.com. 
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! Hydrangeas Today! Something Old, 
Something New, Hopefully Something Blue! 
��	.���	8������	�������	8������ 	

�! The Three H’s…Heuchera, Hosta & Hibiscus  
��	D������	D��%�����	3������	������� 	

'! Compost:  From Garbage to Garden ��	
G�������	��4����	@���	
�7.	6�������	
�����	
��������	*	?���4�	
�7.	
�����	���&�����	
	

�! Art in the Garden ��	.�	
�@���	1�������+	

��H��	�������	*	����&����	2��+ 	

5. A Gardener's Potpouri—An Armchair Tour 
for Plant Lovers, Advice, Tips & Solutions, 
& a Trunk Show of Flower Quilts  
��	G��	�������	�������	8������  

I! Patios, Retaining Walls & Other Landscape 
Structures: Do it Yourself or Hire a 
Contractor  
��	5���	@4�+���	�����	�����	������	����� 	

�������

       Know a promising 
Horticulture Student who 
needs assistance for 
college tuition? 
       The WMNLA 
Scholarship Application 
with instructions for 
completing and submitting 
are available at www.
ghacf.org/scholarships/
application.htm. 
       Deadline for 
submitting your completed 
application 5:00 p.m. on 
March 6, 2009. 
       Please call Barb Post 
at (616) 842-6378 with 
questions about your 
scholarship application. 
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     Over 200 people attended 
the March Garden event last 
year, raising over $2,000 for 
the WMNLA Scholarship 
Fund through the Silent 
Auction.   

     This is an excellent 
opportunity to advertise your 
business and create 
excitement for the Spring 
Gardening Season!   

        If your business would 
like to donate a door prize for 
the event, please call Allison 
Jesky at Hope College 
Grounds Department at  
(616) 395-7399 or email at 
jesky@hope.edu.  

&��������������
'���	����
�
�#����

���� �!��
���
"����

�  2009 
Membership 

online at  
www.wmnla.

com 



Ken Stanton, Secretary; GVSU Facility Services 
Allison Jesky, Member At Large, Hope College  
Chris Lautenbach, Member At Large, West Michigan Tree 
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2008-09  WMNLA Board of Directors 
Tom Czerniak, President; Landscape Solutions West 
Kyle Lohman, Vice President, Double L Enterprises 
Jim TenBrink, Treasurer; Earth Service & Supply 
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       Amy Frankman of Michigan 
Nursery & Landscape Association 
will be giving a State-level Update at 
the WMNLA program  Amy will 
discuss recent legislative issues and 
statewide initiatives to promote the 
green industry in Michigan.   

¨ Cooperative Agricultural Pest 
Survey 2008—Trapping results  

¨ Assorted regulatory issues - labeling, 
PPE, records, spill response, 
certification/licensing categories, etc 

¨ Training - Grand Rapids/Region 3 
workshop for new licensees, Core 
training workshops.  

 

       Mr. Zimmer attended Michigan 
State University, where he received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Entomology, with a Specialization in 
Integrated Pest Management.  Mr. 
Zimmer held various positions with the 
MDA/Pesticide and Plant Pest 
Management Division as district 
inspector, apiary specialist, pesticide 
specialist, interim program and section 
managers, and regional supervisor. He is 
a standing member of the Nursery 
Project Team member, Safety Committee 
chair.  
 

Wednesday, February 18 
11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

At The Grand Hall 
Harbourfront Place,  

Grand Haven 

$12 per person, includes lunch 

��� �  Employee Special—Send 3,  
4th employee free ��� �   

 
       Jeffrey Zimmer, Regional 
Supervisor Michigan Department of 
Agriculture Pesticide &  Plant Pest 
Management Division will present: 
¨ Pesticide Applicator Business 

License Non-Renewal Project - 
Pesticide Applicator and Nursery 
Stock Dealer Licensing Survey 
(Grand Rapids/Region 3)  

¨ Licensing requirement review  
¨ Regulation 637 amendments  

���������(��	 ���
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RSVP by February 13 
 

Let us know you are coming so our 
hosts can prepare!   

WMNLA member businesses & 
staff are welcomed! 

Call Laurel Nease at  
(616) 847-8955 or Email RSVP to 

info@wmnla.com 


