WEST MICHIGAN NURSERY AND

LIFMINL

LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

Ah yes, it's that time of year again whea th
smells of holiday food fill the room; no, wait a
minute, that's just the smell of my scrumptious
squirrel stew simmering on the stove. | guesseh
guys aren't so bad after all.

It is however that time of year when we have
slowed up a little and can give more of our time t
our families and friends and enjoy their fellowshi
It would be nice to enjoy these things year round
and not just in the winter season. | think thoke o
you who have mastered the balance of family an
having a green career are geniuses and should \
a book for those of us, specifically myself, whe a
not.

| have no economic issues to comment thig
around. I'm just gonna keep it light and simpld a
invite you to show up for oubecember Holiday
Program. It will be a light and simple topic with
Pam andRick Cater talking about the Birds and tl
Bees. (I hope that is a typo). |think Laurel has
more detailed description written in this newslette
hopefully with no pictures.

It would be nice to haveLL_of our members
attend to catch up on how the year has been fdr
other and maybe share some small game stories

If | don't see you at the program, have a
wonderful Christmas and a better than last year,
New Year!

- Tom Czerniak, owner éfandscape Solutions
Westin Holland is the 2008/09 President of
WMNLA. Contact him with any comments, ideas,
guestions at (616) 928-0228 or

tfczerniak @yahoo.com

WMNLA BOARD WMNLA Members
MEETINGS and guests are
welcome to atten
the WMNLA Board Meetings.
Meetings are from 10 a.m.—11:30 a
on the day of the Membership Progr
There will be an opportunity for the
membership to address the Board
any industry & membership issues

March Garden Day
Expo Registration for
March 14, 2009

WMNLA will host the
AnnualMarch Garden Day

Expo to the gardening public

of West Michigan on
March 14 at Covenant Life
Church in Grand Haven.

This allows WMNLA a
great opportunity to market
itself and its professional
members to consumers in
advance of the Spring
weather.

Over 250 people attend ,

this event from Ada to
Zeeland, Allegan to
Whitehall, and Allendale to

West Olive and all locales i}

between. Profits go to
support theVMNLA
Scholarship Fundand the
newHorticulture
Education Grant Fund.
Booth space is 10'x10'.
Early Bird registration cost
is $60 before February 1,
2009, after this date the
cost is $75.Reserve your
space early and take

advantage of the “early bird’

price. Please feel free to
reserve one or two spaces.
you need a table or two,
please let us know.
Exhibitor move in will be
on Friday March 13, from
1-5:00 PM and Saturday
March 14, from 7-8:00 AM.
Tear down will be at 3:30
PM on Saturday.
ContactLaurel Nease
WMNLA Coordinator at
info@wmnlacom
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The Scholarship deadlineNtarch 15, 2009for students pursuing a green industry
degree and reside in Ottawa, Allegan, Kent, Oceldamjaygo, and Muskegon
counties. Up to three scholarships awarded annuplto $1500 each for college &
trade education tuition. Application onlinevatvw.ghacf.org.

With the support from WMNLA members to thdskarship fund as a result of the
WMNLA Golf Outing Scholarship fundraisers, the anahMarch Garden Day event.
And the best part is $16,000 in Scholarships haveebn awarded since 2002.

WMNLA Scholarship Fund History _Balance Awards
April 2008 $13,157.44 $1,500
April 2007 $15,330.88 $3,000
April 2006 $9,848.65 -
April 2005 $8,387.96 $2,000
April 2004 $8,716.63 $4,500
April 2003 $5,114.00 $3,750
April 2002 $3,398.17 $1,300

Thank youfor your support and providing WMNLA this excellerghicle to give
back in such a meaningful way to the green industry
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WMNLA members had many good comments on the pragenton
“Local Energy, Local Foods, & Local Jobs”last November b¢hris
Schilling of Saginaw Valley University The presentation was

excellent and inspiring, to the point that the dioeswas asked how do
you organize an effort to mobilize the governmenseriously support

the bio-technologies outlined.

We asked Professor Schilling what recommendationsethas for

our organization? Recommendations? Hmmm.....
1. Develop a spokesperson who is a member ofrejthe regional

group or the statewide nursery / landscapers grmgppkesperson

who can deliver my presentation (or a similar pnéston) and
carry the message to a bigger coalition of staldsrs|
2. Cultivate key stakeholders/allies, such aesiat federal

legislators, judges, county commissioners, Chambe@ mmerce,

3.

paying high energy costs and/or generates largetitjea of
biomass residue would be interested......anothgrtavget lots of
involvement is through the school system (pargkéstb hear that
you're promoting science education, which couldmrggaod jobs
for a new generation). Last but not least, | wariflhere are any
charitable organizations that are engaged in ditigdood to the
disadvantaged......| would imagine the local bish@atholic +
Episcopal) would be interested. For that matteuycin leaders of
all stripes should be interested. Area farmer'sketa and
downtown redevelopment agencies would like this too

Build a coalition of these stakeholders using-on-one meetings,
webblog, public meetings. Focus on heating andifigetthe public
while teaching job skills for a better America. 3ame extent, it's
about breaking the negative stereotype of farmingn the future,

state and local economic development agencies, &ethidols and
colleges, and complementary professional groupls as¢he
Michigan Science Teachers Association, the MichiGam
Growers' Association, the Michigan Soybean PronmoBoard, the
Michigan Cherry Board, the Michigan Farm Bureaw la
enforcement agencies (believe it or not the Sagstaaviff is
interested in a greenhouse for prisoners), or thodiglan
Association for Physical Plant Administrators (thpay the energy
bills at big institutions such as prisons, schogtsiernment
buildings). Basically, any institutional manageattsuffers with

Old MacDonald will wear a labcoat.

. Use the webblog to build a strategic plan anmplémentation plan.
Use of the internet to amass votes (and smallyieidial financial
contributions) works. It's about building a sociatwork on the
internet....something today's twenty-somethingis¢hon.

Just my 2 cents. I'm happy to help.

Chris Schilling, Ph.D. Charles J. Strosacker Chaiand Professor of
Engineering, Department of Mechanical EngineeringSaginaw
Valley State University, (989) 964 2601 - Emaischillin@svsu.edu

MSU Extension Office -Ottawa County is Moving !!

The new Ottawa County MSU Extension office willlbeated at the Fillmore Complex
Administration Building, 12220 Fillmore St., Wesliv@, Michigan effective the week of]
December 1st. It will take us a few days to mavand get all phones and computers u
and running so be aware of small delays that wéeksoon as all our phones are chan
over | will send out my new phone and fax numbenalt will not change The new
offices will allow us to better serve clientele amé will be holding many of our
educational meetings at the new conference roorieibuilding.

Michigan's New Water Withdrawal Regulations Meeting

If you are an irrigator in west Michigan you maynwiéo attend a workshop held on
January 22, 2009rom 9 am to 4:30 pm at the Ottawa County FillmGamplex Main
Administration Building Conference Room. The progrhas a limited enroliment and i
on a first come first serve basis. Part of thegmm is a opportunity for you to use the
new water withdrawal computer tool. Anyone plamgnia put in a new irrigation well
would be wise to attend!

Making Your Own Bio-fuels Meeting Thursday, December 11, 2008
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Main Conference Room-Fillen8t. Complex

Bio-fuels are a sustainable source of gntirgt are derived from locally available
resources. Taking advantage of these alternati@gggrsources can have positive
economic impact as well as provide a cleaner bgrfuel for home, farm and
transportation purposes. This training will providgoductory information about the
production and use of bio-fuels for homeowners fanchers alike.

The training will include information abdudme and farming applications of bio-
fuels including production, safety, and emergeresponse as well as zoning and siting
issues. The presenters for this training are Ch@leuld, Adam Kantrovich, Wei Laio,
Lars Peereboom, and Chris Saffron of Michigan Sthtiwersity and Michigan State
University Extension as well as Grand Haven Towmstire Chief Tom Gerencer.

This training APA approved for 2 AICP cridiFor those receiving AICP credit,
there will be a charge of $35. This training ieffer attendees not receiving AICP cred
To register contact the Ottawa County MSU Extensioffice.
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Dr. Bob Schutzki has initiated a project
guantifying carbon sequestration in ornaments
plants & landscapes directed at generating
information for nursery producers, landscape
contractors, and retailers to market the real an
profound ways ornamental plants contribute tg
sustainable, ecological and environment
quality. He is currently working on ground
covers with the assistancetébrtech, Inc.

Specific Objectives:
1)To quantify the carbon storage in a wide

variety of ornamental plants.

2)To develop allometric equations to predict
carbon storage based on plant size for
landscapes.

3)To provide information for education,
promotion & marketing.

4)To estimate the carbon pool for species at
nurseries and their contribution to carbon
sequestration.

Tell your customers that their landscape will
bring $___ over the course of ____ years of its

environmental contribution.

Research is available on carbon
calculators for forest tree species, crops and
peatlands, but not ornamentals. Seven sampl
of each size is needed for this study.

To contribute plants for this project,
contact: Bob Schutzki, MSU Dept. of
Horticulture at schutzki@msu.edu or
(517) 420-4041
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2008-09 WMNLA Board of Directors

Ken Stanton, Secretary; GVSU Facility Services

Tom Czerniak, President; Landscape Solutions Wesfllison Jesky, Member At Large, Hope College
Kyle Lohman, Vice President, Double L Enterprises Chris Lautenbach, Member At Large, West Michigae€eTr

Jim TenBrink, Treasurer; Earth Service & Supply
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Wednesday, December 17
11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m.

At The Grand Hall
Harbourfront Place,
Grand Haven

$20 per person,
includes lunch

Employee Special—
Send 3, 4th employee free

Pam and Rick Caterare the owners
of Hidden Grove Greenhouse and
Nursery located in West Olive. They

met while taking a nematology class
while attending Michigan State
University.

Pam graduated with a BS in Biology
and a second BS in Horticulture with an
emphasis on Integrated Pest
Management. After graduation she
owned and operated her own orchard
scouting service. Later she worked for
the Cooperative Extension Service in
lllinois and served as the Horticulturalist
for Lake County. She was in charge of
training for the certified pesticide
applicator license as well as running one
of the first composting programs in
lllinois.

Rick obtained a BS in Entomology
and a MS in Botany and Plant Pathology.
Most of his career has been spent in the
pesticide industry and for the last 18
years he has worked for the Gowan
Company. He currently is President of
the Alumni Association for the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources at
Michigan State.

Rick has a real love of birds and has
spent much of his life observing and

maintaining habitat to attract them to his
yard. Both are avid gardeners and enjoy
time spent in the outdoors hiking, geo-
caching, kayaking, and snowshoeing.
They enjoy
photography but are
not trained in the field.
Most of the pictures
contained in their
presentation were
taken at their home or
in Ottawa County.
Bring your bird
book and be prepared
to answer questions!

RSVP by December 12

Let us know you are coming so our
hosts can prepare!

WMNLA member businesses & staff
are welcomed!

Call Laurel Nease at
(616) 847-8955 or Email your RSVP to
info@wmnla.com



